XI. STREETSCAPES AND DESIGN GUIDELINES
A. Introduction

The architecture of New Jersey has varied widely over the more than three
centuries since settlers first came to the colony. These buildings represent the history of
New Jersey from colony to state. It is this wealth of history contained in the architecture
that should be preserved. Familiar buildings, especially within a traditional commercial
district, create a continuity of place for the inhabitants of the town as well as frequent
visitors. A community’s identity is often expressed in the buildings of its downtown
areas. Preservation of a community’s architectural heritage, therefore, is a preservation of
its identity. In addition, preservation provides tangible benefits. Rejuvenating downtown
areas brings economic viability back to the towns. When the commercial centers are
made attractive and easy to navigate without vacant buildings or lots, they become more
inviting to community members for shopping, eating, and other activities. Rehabilitation
of existing buildings can often be less expensive than new construction, while creating
more jobs in the community. Rehabilitation instead of demolition also has the
environmental benefit of the reduction of waste in landfills.

Bridgeton has established itself as one of New Jersey’s most attractive small
communities. Set in an agricultural area outside the large urban centers, Bridgeton is still
within driving distance to major cities like Philadelphia, Atlantic City and Wilmington,
while also located close to the bay and ocean coasts.

Bridgeton’s charm mainly lies within its large historic district with Victorian,
Federal, Colonial and Craftsman styled structures. State and Federal government has
recognized Bridgeton’s architectural history by including their historical district in the
State and National Registers of Historic Places. The Historic District, including over
2,200 structures is the largest in the state. These structures collectively contribute to the
aesthetic and architectural character that distinguishes Bridgeton’s Historic District from
others. Another valuable area within the City is the Cohansey Riverfront that provides
pedestrian circulation and a copious amount of residential and commercial amenities.

Through a conscientious maintenance program, a building’s integrity and
architecture can be kept intact for years in the future. However, many property owners
face the challenges of insensitive alterations from the past and necessary improvements
for the present. These challenges are not insurmountable; buildings can be successfully
restored; and, new and old construction can compatibly coexist. The goal in
rehabilitation is to preserve the character of the building while addressing its problems.
When undertaking any project, the owner should consider how it will affect the
distinctive features of the building and whether the change will improve the quality of the
streetscape. For new construction, respect for the existing character of the streetscape is
essential. When undertaking either rehabilitation or new construction along an historic
streetscape, respect for the character of the streetscapes and individual buildings should
not be confused with architectural themes, such as making all buildings look “Colonial”
or “Victorian.” These themes create a false sense of history and visual boredom. The
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street’s history should be revealed through its buildings’ character and diversity and the
area will be a visually stimulating and architecturally interesting environment.

Design Guidelines can make a significant contribution to the preservation of
Bridgeton’s valuable architectural resources. These Design Guidelines have been
prepared and are included in this section to assist property owners, residents, designers
and developers throughout the City of Bridgeton in maintaining and improving the
exterior appearance and integrity of their buildings and/or streetscapes.
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Leaded Glass Glass, whether clear or stained, set in lead cames.

Lintel A short, horizontal member spanning the top of an opening in a wall.

Louvered Shutter A vertical wooden element, hinged to close over a window or door opening, composed
of sloping horizontal slats held in a framework of rails and stiles. Louvered shutters are designed to admit
air but not rain.

Lunette Window An arched, elliptical window.

Mansard Roof A roof with two slopes on each side, the lower of which is very steep and usually covered
with slate. This roof form characterizes houses of the Second Empire Style.

Masonry Brick or stone construction.

Massing The three-dimensional form of a building.

Meeting Rail The horizontal member where the lower and upper sashes of a double-hung window overlap.
Modillion One of a series of scroll-shaped brackets supporting the projection of a cornice.

Mortar A mixture of sand, lime, cement, and water used as a binding agent in masonry construction.
Mullion A heavy vertical divider between windows or doors.

Multi-light Window A window sash composed of more than one pane of glass.

Muntins Thin strips of wood which divide and hold the panes of glass in a multi-light window.
Newel A post at the top or bottom of a set of steps which terminates the stair railing.

Oriel Window A bay window (or windows) which projects above the ground floor level.

Paired Columns On a porch, two columns supported by one pier.

Palladian Window A tripartite opening with central arched-head window flanked by smaller square-head
windows that share the same sill.

Paneled Door A door composed of solid panels (whether raised or recessed) held within a framework of
rails and stiles.

Paneled Shutter A vertical wooden element, hinged to close over a window or door opening, composed of
solid panels held within a framework of rails and stiles. Paneled shutters are designed to provide additional
security at a ground-level opening.

Parapet A low, horizontal wall at the edge of a roof.

Pavilion A subsidiary portion of a monumental building, distinguished from the main mass by decoration
or height.

Pediment A crowning triangular element at the face of a roof gable or above a door opening.
Pendant A hanging, ornamental architectural feature, especially when elaborately sculpted.

Pent Roof A continuous, horizontal shed roof projecting from the wall between the first and second floor
windows. Pier A square or rectangular masonry or wood post projecting less than a story above the ground
that carries the weight of a structure down to the foundation.
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Pilaster A shallow engaged column or pier.
Pitch The degree of a roof’s slope.
Plinth The block at the bottom of a column base.

Pointing The exposed jointwork of masonry construction, decoratively finished (or “tooled”) to be
recessed behind the face of the masonry.

Pole Gutter A gradually-sloping horizontal channel of metal-covered wood mounted on the lower portion
of a roof to direct rainwater to the downspouts.

Portico A columned porch, especially at the main entrance to a Classical Revival style building.

Portland Cement A strong, inflexible hydraulic cement used to bind mortar. Mortar or patching materials
with a high Portland cement content should not be used on old buildings. (The Portland cement is harder
than the masonry, thereby causing serious damage over annual freeze — thaw cycles.)

Post A vertical structural member, usually slender and either round or circular in cross section, often with
ornamental treatments such as fluting, turnings, chamfers, etc., and sometimes with a simple capital and
base.

Preservation The act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing form, integrity, and
materials of an historic property.

Pressed Tin Decorative, as well as functional, metalwork made of molded thin and used to sheath roofs,
bays, and cornices.

Primer A base coat of paint; typically has more binder and less pigment than topcoat paint.

Purlin A horizontal beam in a roof structure that supports the common rafters that typically spans between
the principal rafters or parallel roof trusses.

Quoins A vertical row of stones, wooden blocks, or brick pattern at the corners of a building.
Rail A horizontal framing member of a paneled door or shutter.

Raised Panel A square or rectangular board of wood which is beveled at the edges and held within a
framework of a door, shutter, etc.

Recessed Panel A flat, square, or rectangular board of wood which is set back within the framework of a
door, shutter, etc.

Reconstruction The act or process of depicting, by means of new construction, the form, features, and
detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure, or object for the purpose of replicating its
appearance at a specific period of time and in its historic location.

Rehabilitation The act or process of making possible a compatible use for a property through repair,
alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural,
or architectural values.

Restoration The process of accurately taking a building’s appearance back to a specific period of time by
removing later work and by replacing missing earlier features to match the original.

Ridge The top horizontal member of a roof where the sloping surfaces meet.
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Riser The vertical face of a step.

Rising Damp Moisture absorbed by masonry walls through capillary action from the soil below.
Rusticated Roughening of stonework or CMU’s to give greater articulation to each block.

Sash The frame of a window, into which glass is set.

Sash Door A door with glazing.

Sawtooth Shingles A decorative pattern of wall shingles alternating long and short rectangular pieces of
wood in staggered horizontal rows.

Scored Stucco Stucco that has been tooled with shallow grooves before drying to simulate blocks of stone.

Sheathing Boards or other surfacing applied to a structural frame to facilitate weatherproofing and the
installation of the finished surface.

Shed Roof A shallow, single-sloped roof.

Shingle Exposure The portion of a wall or roof shingle that can be seen after it is installed.

Shoring Temporary structural supports to prevent the collapse of a building element during renovation.
Sidelight A vertical, narrow window with fixed glass flanking a door.

Signage Band A continuous, flat, horizontal area above the first floor designed to receive advertising on
commercial buildings. This area is usually incorporated into the storefront cornice’s entablature.

Sill The horizontal member at the bottom of a door or window opening.

Six-over-six Window A double-hung window with six panes of glass in each sash. When the top sash is
fixed, the six-over-six window is single-hung.

Soffit The exposed underside of a cornice, eave, or other spanning element.

Spalling The delamination of a masonry surface from the effects of moisture infiltration and changing
temperatures.

Spandrel Panel The vertical area located between the head of the first floor window and the sill of the
second floor window.

Spindle A term for a turned baluster and other decorative, thin wooden elements cut on a lathe.

Splash Block A stone or cast concrete block at the base of a downspout that directs rainwater away from
the base of a building.

Standing Seam On porch roofs, the joint between the vertical metal roofing strips which are folded
together and left upright to prevent moisture infiltration at the seam.

Stile A vertical framing member of a paneled door or shutter.

String Course A projecting, horizontal molding separating parts of a wall surface, especially in masonry
construction.
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Surround The decorative trim around a door or window opening.

Swag A curved, foliated garland or draping cloth design used as an applied decorative treatment on flat
vertical surfaces.

Terrace A raised area or walkway adjacent to a house.
Threshold The sill of an entrance door.
Tooling Decorative grooves on wood or stone, or in mortar joints.

Tracery Thin, intersecting lines of wood or metal creating a decorative pattern. Tracery is most commonly
found on transom windows and fanlights.

Transom A horizontal window above a door or window, usually rectangular in shape although an arched
fanlight is also a form of transom.

Tread The horizontal surface of a step.

Trim The decorative as well as functional woodwork edging openings and covering joints of a finished
facade.

Turned woodwork Wooden elements cut on a lathe.

Turret A small tower with a steep pointed roof, usually found at one corner of Queen Anne Style
buildings.

Tuscan One of the five classical orders of architecture, predominantly used to describe heavy, tapering
columns with molded capitals but not bases.

Two-over-two Window A double-hung window with two panes of glass in each sash.
Valley The internal angle formed by the junction of two sloping sides of a roof.
Veranda Another term for porch; a veranda typically extends along an entire side wall.
Vernacular A regional adaptation of an architectural style or styles.

Wash A slight slope of mortar on the top surface of a brick chimney or other masonry construction
designed to shed water.

Water Table The projecting decorative molding of a masonry wall at the point where the wall thickens,
often just below the first floor joists.

Weather-stripping Interlocking strips of material, usually metal, that help prevent the infiltration of air
around an exterior opening.

Widow’s Walk A decorative balustrade at the top of a hipped roof.

Wrap-Around Porch A front porch which turns one or both of the building’s corners to continue along the
side.

Wrought Iron Decorative metalwork that is hammered, bent, and twisted into shapes (rather than poured
into molds as in “cast iron™). Historically used for fencing and basement window grilles.
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